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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claims 1-9, 29-30, 32-34, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ficco et al. (US Patent number 2002/0035404 Al) in view of Pepe et 
al. (US Patent Number 5,742,905). 

Regarding claims 1, 29-30, Ficco teaches a system and comprising: 

a computing device that uses a radio frequency (RF) technology (page 8 section 

0099, page 9 section 104) for wirelessly transmitting a control signal based on an 

occurrence of scheduled a time, and date (page 1 1 section 124), the utilizing performed 

by a portable computing device (Page 3 section 0036); 

a device for receiving the control signal and performing an action corresponding 

to the control signal, the device for wirelessly transmitting status information to the 
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status information comprises the action currently being or having been performed 
by the device (page 3 section 0037); 

wherein the portable computing device remotely triggers the device to perform 
the action (page 10 sections 0122, 0123). 

Ficco does not mention that the portable device is a PDA. However, Pepe teaches a 
mobile communication subscriber has various portable messaging equipments, such as 
PDA, cellular phone, and pager (col 5 lines 40-45). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
above teaching of Pepe with Ficco's system, in order to increase speed and improve 
quality of information about user items, and allow a user to automatically detect, 
activate/deactivate or change the conditions of items remotely. 

Regarding claim 2, Ficco teaches a portable computing device (page 3 section 0041). 
However Ficco does not mention that the portable device is a PDA. Pepe teaches a 
mobile communication subscriber has various portable messaging equipments, such as 
PDA, cellular phone, and pager (col 5 lines 40-45). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
above teaching of Pepe with Ficco's system, in order to increase speed and improve 
quality of information about user items, and allow a user to automatically detect, 
activate/deactivate or change the conditions of items remotely. 

Regarding claim 3, Ficco fails to teach a system wherein the device is for wirelessly 
transmitting an acknowledgement signal to the portable computing device. However Pepe 
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teaches teach a system wherein the device for wirelessly transmitting an 
acknowledgement signal to the portable computing device (col 19 lines 45-64). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the above teaching of Pepe with Ficco's system, in order to increase 
speed and improve quality of information about user items, and allow a user to 
automatically detect, and change the conditions of items remotely. 

Regarding claims 4, 8, 32, Ficco modified by Pepe fails to teach a system wherein the 
radio frequency technology comprises IEEE 802.1 1 technology, HOMERF technology, 
and Blue tooth technology. However the use of radio frequency technology comprising: 
IEEE 802.1 1 technology, HOMERF technology, and Blue tooth technology are well 
known in the art. Therefore, the examiner takes official notice that, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement using 
RF teaching such as IEEE 802.1 1 technology, HOMERF technology, and Blue tooth, 
technology with Ficco modified by Pepe, in order to enable the users to automatically 
detect, activate/deactivate or changing the conditions of items remotely by using a short 
rang or a long range. 

Regarding claim 5, Ficco teaches a system wherein a computing device for wirelessly 
transmitting a second control signal based on an occurrence of a second scheduled time 
and date, the second control signal for causing the device to discontinue performing the 
action (page 1 1 section 0124). Ficco does not mention that the portable device is a PDA. 
However, Pepe teaches a mobile communication subscriber has various portable 
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messaging equipments, such as PDA, cellular phone, and pager (col 5 lines 40-45). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the above teaching of Pepe with Ficco's system, in order to increase 
speed and improve quality of information about user items, and allow a user to 
automatically detect, activate/deactivate or change the conditions of items remotely. 

Regarding claim 6, Ficco teaches a system wherein the action is activating the device 
deactivating the device or adjusting a setting of the device (page 10 section 0123). 

Regarding claims 7, 33, Ficco teaches a system teaches a system wherein the device is a 
television, a thermostat, a videocassette recorder (VCR), a coffee maker (page 1 section 
0009), a computer system, a security system or a radio, a sprinkler system, a security 
system, or a radio (page 3 section 0040) 

Regarding claim 9, Ficco fails to teach that the PDA wirelessly retransmitting the 
control signal at a regular interval of time to trigger the device to perform the action. 
However Pepe teaches that A PDA wirelessly retransmits the control signal at a regular 
interval of time to trigger the device to perform the action (col 18 lines 29-45). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the above teaching of Ficco with Pepe, in order to automatically provide 
recording of each of a plurality of desired TV programs between predetermined times. 
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Regarding claim 34, Ficco teaches that the method wherein the status information 
comprises the action currently being or having been performed by the device (page 9 
sections 0099,0104). 

3. Claims 10, 15-28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ficco et al. (US Patent number 2002/0035404 Al) in view of Pepe et al. (US Patent 
Number 5,742,905) in further view of Bentley (US Patent Number 6,591,094 Bl). 

Regarding claim 10, Ficco modified by Pepe fails to teach a system wherein the PDA for 
alarming before wirelessly transmitting the control signal to trigger the device to perform 
the action. However Bentley teaches a system wherein the portable computing device for 
alarming before wirelessly transmitting the control signal to trigger the device to perform 
the action (page col 5 lines 39-46). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the above teaching of 
Bentley with Ficco, in order to allow the user monitoring and control of selected 
conditions and functions. 

Regarding claim 15, Ficco teaches a system/device comprising: 

a portable computing device for wirelessly transmitting a control signal based on 
an occurrence even, and the device wirelessly receiving said control signal and 
performing an action corresponding to said control signal (page 3 section 0036); 

wherein the portable computing device remotely triggers the device to perform 
the action (page 10 sections 00122, 01237); 
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a device utilizing communication technology to wirelessly transmit a control 
signal based on an occurrence of a predefined time and day (page 1 1 section 0124). 
Ficco does not teach the device is a PDA for alarming before wirelessly transmitting 
the control signal, the alarming provides ability to cancel the action. However Pepe 
teaches that a PDA that wirelessly transmits a control signal based on an occurrence of a 
predefined time (col 17 lines 50-65, col 18 lines 11-38). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
above teaching of Pepe with Ficco, in order to increase speed and improve quality of 
providing information about user items, and allow a user to control specific events or 
conditions when selected condition occurs, and to automatically detect, 
activate/deactivate or change the conditions of items remotely. Ficco modified by Pepe 
fails to teach a system wherein the portable computing device for alarming before 
wirelessly transmitting the control signal to trigger the device to perform the action. 
However Bentley teaches a system wherein the portable computing device for alarming 
before wirelessly transmitting the control signal to trigger the device to perform the 
action (page col 5 lines 39-46). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the above teaching of Bentley 1 s 
with Ficco modified by Pepe, in order to allow the user monitoring and control of 
selected conditions and functions. 

Regarding claim 16, Ficco teaches a system teaches a system wherein the device is a 
television, a thermostat, a videocassette recorder (VCR), a coffee maker (page 1 section 
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0009), a computer system, a security system or a radio, a sprinkler system, a security 
system, or a radio (page 3 section 0040). 

Regarding claim 17, Ficco fails to teach a system teaches a system wherein the device 
wirelessly transmits status information to the personal digital assistant. However Pepe 
teaches that the portable computing device/ Personal communication device/PDA that 
wirelessly transmits information (col 17 lines 50-65, col 18 lines 1 1-38). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Pepe with Bentley, in order to increase speed and improve 
quality of providing information about user items, and allow a user to control specific 
events or conditions when selected condition occurs, and to automatically detect, 
activate/deactivate or change the conditions of items remotely. Ficco modified by Pepe 
fails to teach a system wherein the device wirelessly transmits status information. 
However, Bentley teaches a system wherein the device wirelessly transmits status 
information (col 8 lines 14-23). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the above teaching of Bentley with 
Ficco modified by Pepe, in order to allow the user monitoring and control of selected 
conditions and functions. 

Regarding claim 18, Ficco fails to teach that the PDA wirelessly retransmitting the 
control signal at a regular interval of time to trigger the device to perform the action. 
However Pepe teaches that A PDA wirelessly retransmits the control signal at a regular 
interval of time to trigger the device to perform the action (col 18 lines 29-45). Therefore, 
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it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the above teaching of Ficco with Pepe, in order to automatically provide 
recording of each of a plurality of desired TV programs between predetermined times. 

Regarding claim 19, Ficco modified by Pepe fails to teach a system wherein the radio 
frequency technology comprises IEEE 802.1 1 technology, HOMERF technology, and 
Blue tooth technology. However the use of radio frequency technology comprising: IEEE 
802.1 1 technology, HOMERF technology, and Blue tooth technology are well known in 
the art. Therefore, the examiner takes official notice that, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement using RF 
teaching such as IEEE 802.1 1 technology, HOMERF technology, and Blue tooth, 
technology with Ficco, in order to enable the users to automatically detect, 
activate/deactivate or changing the conditions of items remotely by using a short rang or 
a long range. 

Regarding claims 24-25, Ficco teaches a system wherein the action comprises: the 
operation of activating/deactivating the device (page 1 1 section 0124). 

4. Claims 11-14, 31, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ficco (US Patent Number 2002/0035404 Al) in view of Pepe et al. (US Patent Number 
5,742,905) and further in view of Mahany et al. (US Patent Number 5,657,3 1 7). 
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Regarding claims 11-13, the combination of Ficco and Pepe does not specifically 
mention that the system comprises: a relay for wirelessly extending the communication 
range between the PDA and the device. However Mahany teaches a system comprises: a 
relay (35, 36) for wirelessly extending the communication range between the portable 
computing device and the device (see figure lb, col 1 1 lines 40-59). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Mahany with Ficco modified by Pepe, in order, for the 
mobile user to be able to move in to the vicinity of the any other base station, and roam to 
any coverage area without losing the connection. 

Regarding claims 14, 31, the combination of Ficco and Pepe fails to teach a system 
comprising: a mobile phone for extending the communication distance between the 
portable computing device and the device (see figure lb, col 1 1 lines 40-59). However 
Mahany a mobile phone for extending the communication distance between the portable 
computing device and the device (see figure lb, col 1 1 lines 40-59). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of the combination of Ficco and Pepe with, in order for the 
mobile user to be able to move in to the vicinity of the any other base station, and roam to 
any coverage area without losing the connection. 

5. Claims 20-23, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ficco (US Patent Number 2002/0035404 Al) in view of Pepe et al (US Patent Number 
5,742,905) and Bentley in further view of Mahany et al. (US Patent Number 5,657,317). 
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Regarding claims 20-21, Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentley does not specifically 
mention that the system comprises: a relay for wirelessly extending the communication 
range between the PDA and the device. However Mahany teaches a system comprises: a 
relay (35, 36) for wirelessly extending the communication range between the portable 
computing device and the device (see figure lb, col 1 1 lines 40-59). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Mahany with Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentely, in 
order, for the mobile user to be able to move in to the vicinity of the any other base 
station, and roam to any coverage area without losing the connection. 

Regarding claim 22, Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentley does not specifically mention 
that system comprises: a relay (wirelessly) coupled to the device. However Mahany 
teaches a system wherein a relay 3007 wirelessly coupled to the device (controller, 3017, 
see figure 28A). The terminal 3007 is acting as a relaying device. For example, to reach 
the base station 3015 the commuting device 3009 first transmits to the mobile terminal 
3007, and the mobile terminal 3007 relays the signal to the base station 3015 (see figure 
28A). Upon receipt, the mobile terminal 3007 relays the transmission, and forwarded to 
one of the base stations 3015/3017 (col 45 lines 7-17). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
above teaching of Mahany with Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentley, in order for the 
mobile user to be able to move in to the vicinity of the any other base station, and roam to 
any coverage area without losing the connection. Since the mobile terminal (relay) 
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wirelessly coupled to the base station 3017 and the computing portable device 3009. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention for the purpose of having the fix station, physically couple the relay to the 
device, instead of wirelessly. 

Regarding claim 23, Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentley fails to teach a system 
comprising: a mobile phone for extending the communication distance between the 
portable computing device and the device (see figure lb, col 1 1 lines 40-59). However 
Mahany a mobile phone for extending the communication distance between the portable 
computing device and the device (see figure lb, col 1 1 lines 40-59). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of the combination of Ficco and Pepe modified by Bentley, 
in order for the mobile user to be able to move in to the vicinity of the any other base 
station, and roam to any coverage area without losing the connection. 

6. Claims 26-28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ficco (US Patent Number 2002/0035404 Al) and Pepe et al. (US Patent Number 
5,742,905) and Bentley in further view of Kim et al. (US Patent Number 6,1 18,926). 

Regarding claims 26-28, Ficco further teaches a system wherein the action comprises: 
monitor conditions of user vehicle, home alarm system that detects emergency 
conditions, intrusion burglary of a users home or business, activate/de-activate home 
system such as heating or hot water system, the status of door sensors, window sensors, 
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smoke detectors, fire and flood sensors or any abnormal condition results in immediate 
notification to the home owner (col 3 lines 55-67), by using electronic mail, facsimile, 
pager telephone over telephone or public information network such as Internet (col 1 
lines 5-11). Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentley does not specifically mention that the 
system actions comprise: recording a television show, adjusting, a setting, and 
downloading the show. However Kim teaches a system wherein the action comprises 
recording and adjusting, and setting a television show (col 2 lines 1-40, col 3 lines 53- 
65). Since downloading is part of the recording procedures, therefore, Kim further 
inherently teaches downloading (col 1 lines 63-67, col 2 lines 1-40). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Kim with Ficco modified by Pepe and Bentley, in order to 
automatically provide recording of each of a plurality of desired TV programs between 
predetermined times. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-34 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 703-308- 
7159. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold be reached (703) 305-4379. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
NM 



January 5, 2005 




